





THE 


PLAIN DEA 


NUM B. LXII. 


_ER. 














—_— ee 








——. Nos animorum 
Iiapulfu © caecd magnag; cupidine duch 
Conjugium petimus, partum; Uxoris ; at illis 


Notum qui puert, qualifq; futura fi Uxor. 


JuvEN. 








Fripay, OctosBeER 23. 1724. 





= WHO Pride and Pleafire 


my felf, in nothing, more, 


ther sij ‘than when I can be perfo- 
prt nating che gcod old Alan, as 
mop I call ir, that is to fay, AG- 
vere ing the Part of a Father ro- 
h in warcs the Youth of either 


aii Sex, that I knowit is in 
wie my Power toaflitt; muft na- 
turaly have a fingnlar Re- 
gard for thofe worthy Gen- 





and MBmen and venerable Matrons, my Co-remporaries, 
Of of approved Wifdom and Virtue, generally induce 
8; MErodent and indulgenc Parents, to confign beloved 
vith Miiidrento cheir Guardianfizip and Care.——__. The 


Trith is; That, whenever Plight’upon the leaft Com- 
merce with this worthy and beneficial Setof People, 
lam willing to improve it, and make the mott of it 
aa, both for their Sakes, and my Own, thar we 
may pick our of one another, formetimes, as it may of- 
hen happen, a lucky Hine chat has been ofeful in con- 
ining one Child ro its Welfare, and by pufhing it 
falonably in the Education of another, make it the 
appier, irs whole Life after. For this Reafon, I 
as refolved, in fome Meature, to difpatch the Requeft 
ofthe following Lerter, as early as poffible, and be- 












pI canie, asthe careful Writer of it has young Ladies un- 
DF Bier her Tuition, 1 do not only conGider Her as 2 com- 
tt mon Correfpondent, bur have for Her that fraternal 
@, MPiery and Regard, which is felt by an AffcBionate Bio- 
7 thr for a tculy Valuable Sifter. 
= ‘Si R, C&ober 12, 1724. 
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RT AY ING the Charge of two young Ladies of For- 

| tune lately devolved upon me; I cannot but think it 
Wry needful to cal im the Affiftance of the PLAIN 
VEA LER ‘¢0 enable meto perform this important Task, 
with that Fuftice and Prudence, wich I am convined it 
requires, 


a) ; . a aA 
ly Z therefore beg you will give me fcme Rules. for 
ie Education; and, that they may be the better Adapted to 


wa hs prefent Neceffity, I muft tell you, as concifely as I can, 
i the different Difpefitions 1 have to deal with. 
THE eldcft is about Fifteen, very Bookifh, but her 


n chief Study has hitherto Leen in Romances, and Nevels. 
nN I think it not proper to difcourage this TaSte of Reading 


gq By 2 Ber, out would rather lead her, Tifenfibiy, into the Peru- 
falof Books really Ufefid ; which to fuch a One, ought to 


i- * vi ad . 

.  beentertaining too, Wat they must be, I fubmit to your 
. & T4dgment, who, 1, hope, will Recommend fome Authors 
> ? * . 

e fest may be fafely put into her Hands. 


ALT younger Charge, not quite Fourteen, is fo far from 
reading Romances, that I can fix her to Nothing ; She 
Promifes fair to be the very Counter-part of your Patty 
Amble ; And I believe bas been a Coquette from her 


Price Two Pence.} 


Cradle; She is good-natured, but giddy and unfettled, 
and I fear it willbe a difficuit Matter to make ber a rea- 
fonalle Woman, tho’ She certainly has good Senfe. 

THAIS will te no Paradox, when we confider bow 
many People leofe the Benefit of a fine Underftanding, 
for want of fixing it upon a proper Ba/is. 

TOUR ‘Thoughts upon this SUBJECT witl be 
a Publick Bencfit, anda Particular Favour to 


SIR, Your conftant Reader, 
and humbie Servant, 


ASPASIAD 


IT is pighly and Gencronfly obferved by a very 
Excelleor Poer of the prefent Age, thar, To dc pe read 
good AGign, is preferable to the writing wittily ahd in- 
genioully, defcribing of many gloricus Deeds, acted by 
others, in a fublime and illvftrious Stile ——— But 
then again, Methinks, on the orher hand, ir juftly 
gives the an unfpeakable Pleaiure ito deliver in w sreng 
any ufeful Documents’, where one has'fubftancia! Rea- 
fon ro expedt they may produce in ethers, as theit 
happy Confequence, the’ virtuous Habir.of doing many. 
good Adtions. The honeft Inclination, and fold Judg- 
ment of Afpafia, and her earneft Defire, That I wonld 
give her a Word of Advice, by be of. Aiiifiance in 
the Gvardianthip of ‘two youug Ladies; -which fhe 
has ma@e het Provisice, concur to rate in me this 
pleafing Expettation, and therefore, while I fhali lay 
down féme¢ few curfory Obfervations, which may be 
of Service’to the Method of, Educating yeung Peoplé; 
Tam nét afham’d ro own, That the little Entercain- 
men:, which [ this Day offer to that particular ChfS 
of. my Readcts, is a kindgpf Feaft to my Self. 

ASP ASTA fhews, What She very well knows, the 
firft and «the wid amportanr Point, which certainly 
confifts, in Rudying every Turn of thew Tempers, and 
finding Gyt the: Whole true Bent of their Inclinarions. 
The perfet Knowledge of thisyenge obtained the 
next Srép is, to improve ‘and herghttn their Native 
good Qualities upon all Occafions, and artificially to 
transforin, and mould, by infenfible Degrees, the very 
Defects and Errors of their Nature, into Graces and 
Ornamenis. But as there are many AZanners of doing 
this, ant moft of them too frequently found in{uffici- 
ent, our Search fhould be for fome New AZanner, which 
might, if poffible, betrer anfwer the End. As we 
muft naturally Love tholfe, whom of ovr own Accord, 
and without a view of Profit, we defire to Inftruct in 
allthat willconduce ro their Profpéeriry ; And, as it ts 
natural, both in Young and Old, nor to love Inftructi- 
on for Inftraction’s Sake, nor rhofe, who obrrude it 
upon th¢m ; bur it is, on the contrary, natural ro ther 
to liften with all Attention to thofe whom they do 

Love, 
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Love, and to gather Inftruction from them, even as 
it were without their own Knowledge; It is, for all 
thefe Reafons, methinks very Neceffary, that the Mc- 
thod, generally obierved in thefe Cafes, fhouid be 
Reverled: that isto fay, The J/nffru@ion of the Child 
fhould be the Conféguence of a Turrefs’s Love towards 
it, and not her Lovetowards it be only the Confequence 
of it’s taking her Infiru@ions : What 1 would mean, is, 
in fhort, this, Thefe Guides and Directreffes of 
Youth fhould begin, where they generally exd. They 
ufually make their Advices to be very plasmly and often 
bluntly known firft, and as thofe happen to take Roct 
or not, make their AffeGions or Refentments known 
afterwards: Butthey fhould, in the firft Piace, Prac- 
tice upon the Affettions of their Wards, gain their 
Hearts firf, and firft make their own Love feen by 
them ; and afterwards fteal their Admonitions into 
them, hiding them under the Covert of Art from their 
Eyes, and keeping them, as much as poiiible, unfeen. 
Daily Inftruction thus Politically couched in proper 
infinuating and moving Words of o/d People, whom 
the young Ones affect, will bave a /ecret prevailing 
Power, thar is Irrefiftable, and make an amazing 
Progrefs in tender Minds, in avery fhort Time. Ad- 
vicesthus given, and not feen by thofe to whom they 
are given, will be fure to be very quickly and lively 
feen im them. 

T O defcend to a few Particulars in our prefent 
Cafe : Looking over thofe Romances and Novels, 
which her eldeft Ward unhappily delights in too 
much, A/fpafia will certainly find fome Gallant and 
Heroick Examples, of Male and Female Virrue. Some 
of thefe fhe would relate to fome Friend of her own, 
thar is in the Secret, with very great Applaufes, and 
as if it were without Defign, fo as to be Over-heard 
by her fair Pupil, who will be prejudiced in favour of 
a Judgment, that feems to favour her own, and that 
She would begiad fhould do fo, She will be charmed 

o hear this, advance the Intention of its being done 
without a7 a and remaining, as it were, perdue, 
liften greedily co it, as the Commendation of her felf. 
When her Mind is thus ftrongly prejudiced in tlie 
Behalf of her Guardian, when ir is thus (as it natu- 
tally muft be) warmed, and juft ready to take the Im- 

reflion ; then is the Crifis for the finifhing Stroke ; 

uft then the Guardian has an Opportunity of clap- 
ping the Seal of Virtue upon her Mind, with an al- 
moft certain good Effect. A little proper and per- 
{wafive Piece of Female Oratory, in Commendation 
of the like Paflages, more happily and more beautiful- 
ly expreffed, in fuch Books, as fhe would have her 
read, will, one Time or other, make her long, and 
ask, and beg, of her own accord, to fee them. As for 
Example ; <A/pafia might fay: Such a Noble Quality 
is eminently confpicaous in the Hero of fuch a Ro- 
mance; bar then he was ftrangely defective in fuch 
Points : The Hero of fuch a Novel is to be Revered 
for fuch a Part of his Conduct, but very greatly to 
blame in other-Refpects: The principal Characters, 
in fuch a Book of Memoirs, is a Favourite, and a 
fhining Character, hut then roo he is not without his 

Blemifhes and Imperfections. Such a Gallant, in 
fuch a Play, behaves himfelf regularly well through. 
out the whole Action, and makes me love him at my 
very Hearc ; Bur fuch a Gallanr‘has a villainous De- 
figa at Boom, upon his Miftrefs’s Honour, and is 
my mortal Averfion. After having thus remark’d 
upon Quotations our of the Lady’s own Scriptures, 
and according to her own Fasth and Belief, it is In- 
expreffible, what an Effect it might.have upon both 
if growing into a warm and f{udden Rapture, A/pafia 


fhould continue to fay to her Frieud as follows : 1, 
does it charm and tranfport one, to find all thefe y;. 
tues, and none of the oppofice Vices; all thefe Bea, 
ties, and none of the Deformities, united in that op 
Favourite Character of mine, the Character of »4, 
Chriftian Here, written by Sir Richard Steele, defer; 
bed with all the lovely Force of Senfe and Eloqueng, 
with which Heroick Virtue can be defcribed, 3), 


painted with all the pure and glowing Beauties of fy 


preffion, with which Beauty can be painted ? — Th, 
Method, or fuch a Method as this, would certain) 
prompt the liftening bookif Ward toa fecret Defire 
feeing that little Tract ; fhe would long for ir, f,. 
would enquire after it, fhe would beg to read it; 4, 
would fet ro reading it prejudiced in its Favour, |; 
would gain upon her in the Reading, till the gained 
what her Guardian would wifh, from the reading j, 
As fhe has true Tafte, this juft and lively Picture 
would beget in her a Contempt and Hatred for thof 
gawdy coarfe Daubings of a Novelift’s fuifome Hand 
The fame may be faid of the different Heroines, cele 
brated in her favourite Romances. How .much more 
charmingly is the fine Gent/ewoman, at large, defcribed 
in the incomparable Marquefs of Halifax his Advice 
to a Daughter, and fo of others. — And pray, Wha 
Fruit may not be hoped and cxpected from hence 

— Reading thar little Book, cailed, Tie Advice ts 

Daughter, and the Lady’s Library, is enough to make 
young Women learn that Heaven-born Knowledge, 
Know themselves: STE EL 8's Chriftian Heree, and 
the Gentleman Inftru&ted, which teach them abundan 
ly to know Men, and the genuine Worthand Dignir 
of Men. — Such a Knowledge of themfeclocs, will bx 
like the Amethift, a friendly Jewel to their Chafi 

and the Prefervative of their Honour; And thart 

Knowledge of the A4en will ferve, asan Amulet, againk 
the Treacheries, that are ufed by the artful Delign 

and Deceivers of that Sex, which is almoft fure, one 
Time or other of their Lives, to be either thei 
DISGRACE and RUIN, or their ORNA 


“MM ENT and DEFENCE, 


N. B. There not being Room, without {pinning thi 
Paper to too great a Length, fame more Hints upon Edt 
cation fhall be occafionally put forth, wherein Af{palia' 
Elder Charge fhall be further confidered, not forgetting the 
Younger, who may be a fine Woman bred, noemitl 
fianding fhe is faid to have been, as it were, born 
COQUET, 





ADVERTISEMENT. 


R ID away with, OGober the 18th, 1924, fromtt 

Three-Compaffes, in Gravenor’s-Mews, neat New 
Bond-Street, by one William Hold{worth, who formet 
ly worked with Mr. William Thompfon, at the Pit, # 
Blackley-Dock at Halifax in nif Bet a Black Ma 
full Aged, with a Star in her Forehead, two whib 
Feet behind, a Swith-Tail, and Thick Mane, about 
Fourteen Hands high, wrung on the Near-Side ; wh 
was entrufted to look after the fame. He is a middl 
fiz'd Man, about Fifty Years of Age, with dari 
brown, lank Hair, in a great Coat. Whofoev 
gives Notice to Mr. Fofeph Swann, at the Hofpital-G# 
in Weft-Smithfield, where She may be heard of, fhal 
have One Guinea Reward ; or if offered to Sal 
pray ftop Her and the Perfon, and fend Word to tht 
afore-mentioned Place, and you fhall have the {aid 
Reward. 
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